18                          AT   LARGE
effectiveness, that we forget that we are tolerated
rather than needed. It is better on the whole to
tarry the Lord's leisure, than to try impatiently
to force the hand of God, and to make amends
for His apparent slothfulness. What really makes
a nation grow, and improve, and progress, is not
social legislation and organisation. That is only
the sign of the rising moral temperature; and a man
who sets an example of soberness, and kindliness,
and contentment is better than a pragmatical dis-
trict visitor with a taste for rating meek persons.
It may be asked, then, do I set myself up as an
example in this matter ? God forbid! I live
thus because I like it, and not from any philo-
sophical or philanthropical standpoint. But if
more men were to follow their instincts in the
matter, instead of being misled and bewildered by
the conventional view that attaches virtue to
perspiration, and national vigour to the multipli-
cation of unnecessary business, it would be a
good thing for the community. What I claim is
that a.species of mental and moral equilibrium
is best attained by a careful proportion of activity
and quietude. What happens in the case of the
majority of people is that they are so much occupied
in the process of acquisition that they have no time
to sort or dispose their stores; and thus life, which
ought to be a thing complete in itself, and ought
to be spent, partly in gathering materials, and